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July 7, 2017 

 

The Washington Post 

 

Re: July 4, 2017 Article by Darryl Fears: “A dam could derail the Chesapeake Bay cleanup” 

 

Dear Editor: 

 

 We applaud your newspaper for the July 4th article by Darryl Fears entitled “A dam could 

derail the Chesapeake Bay cleanup” and the attention it brings to the single largest point source of 

pollution loading to the Maryland portion of the Chesapeake Bay – the Susquehanna River.  Since 

2012, an association of Maryland county government officials called the Clean Chesapeake 

Coalition has been advocating for a plan to address what we believe to be the greatest threat to 

Bay water quality and to our downstream Bay restoration efforts and expenditures.  We have 

“pollution diets”, mandates, bureaucrats and NGOs galore waving the Bay restoration banner, but 

no commitment or plan to specifically address the devastating amounts of nutrients, sediment and 

other contaminants that are scoured into the Bay during storm events and in equally harmful 

proportions now on a regular basis because the reservoir above Conowingo Dam is full.          

 

Most people that understand the Bay believe that the 14-mile reservoir above Conowingo 

Dam was full of nutrient-laden sediments and other pollutants in 1972 when Hurricane Agnes 

unleashed her fury on the Bay watershed.   Since that storm event and the enormous amount of 

pollution that was scoured from the Conowingo reservoir and hurled into the Bay in a matter of 

days, the Bay and her seafood industry (especially the oyster fishery) have never been the same.  

Second to Agnes was Tropical Storm Lee in 2011 that likewise resulted in the scouring of more 

than 19 million tons of nutrients and sediments from behind Conowingo into the Bay in just a few 

days.  According to the EPA, because of the lost trapping capacity behind Conowingo Dam, 

scouring events can be expected 4-5 times each year.  My fellow Clean Chesapeake Coalition 

county officials and I refuse to accept as the new normal for the Maryland portion of the Bay that 

all of the reservoirs in the lower Susquehanna River are full, that enormous amounts of 

Susquehanna River pollution are no longer being trapped, that more storms and harmful scour are 

inevitable and that dredging Conowingo reservoir is off the table.    

  

The owner of Conowingo Dam (Exelon Corp.) is seeking a 46-year relicense from the 

federal government.  How many storm events can we expect during that period, and how much 

scoured pollution from Conowingo reservoir, unless we have a plan? 
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Fortunately, Governor Hogan and his Administration are committed to developing a plan 

to manage the accumulated sediments in the lower Susquehanna River, regain trapping capacity 

behind Conowingo and give the Bay some breathing room until Pennsylvania gets its act together.      
 

Sincerely, 

 
Ronald H. Fithian 

Chairman and Kent County Commissioner 


