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March 6, 2017 

 

The Honorable Richard S. Madaleno, Jr. 

Chair, Health and Human Services Subcommittee of the Budget & Taxation Committee 

Maryland State Senate 

3 West Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Chairman Madaleno and the Honorable Members of the Health and Human Services Subcommittee:  

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) respectfully disagrees with the Department of Legislative 

Services (DLS) recommendation to cut $1.6 million from the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s 

(DHMH) budget. This funding covers the costs of local health department contractual insurance. The cut 

would require the local health departments to absorb these costs and it would be a significant and 

unexpected impact on their budgets. MACo urges the subcommittee to reject this recommendation. 

Local health departments serve a critical function of providing public health services to people in all 24 

jurisdictions across the state. Communities rely on their health departments for a range of services 

including direct clinical services; infectious disease prevention and response; Medicaid support services; 

maternal and child health services; chronic disease prevention and control; behavioral health initiatives; 

environmental health services; school health services; and vital records storage and access.  

In recent years, local health departments have experienced significant cuts to their core funding and 

shifts in delivery models that have caused them to lay off staff and reduce services. Core funding is being 

flat-funded at FY17 levels instead of increasing according to the formula. In a practical sense, that is a 

reduction of $747,276 in funding. The $1.6 million cost shift would be an additional and unexpected 

strain on already shoe-stringed budgets, further hampering local health department efforts to deliver the 

aforementioned vital public health services. 

MACo urges the committee to reject the DLS recommendation to cut $1.6 million from the DHMH 

budget and reject this shift of contractual health insurance costs to the local health departments.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Natasha Mehu 

Associate Director, MACo 

 

CC: The Honorable Members of the Health and Human Services Subcommittee 

        Phillip S. Anthony, Department of Legislative Services 


