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Many thanks to you all – to my friends and staff, to my county colleagues – for 

being here tonight. 

Before I look forward, let me make a few thanks of my own. I want to start with 

John Barr, who has just turned over the microphone… and everything else… to me 

for my year ahead as President. I want to just thank you John for your excellent 

work helping to lead MACo through this last year, I don’t think we could have had 

a better ambassador for our organization.  [Lead applause] 

 

Despite competing with the Baltimore City Council inaugural and Prince George’s 

MGM grand opening, the turnout for this year’s winter conference has been 

terrific and full of energy.  Our awards tonight have helped remind us of the 

important work we’re doing back home, but also in Annapolis. The MACo staff 

has, as always, helped to bring together a wonderful event. 

 

Tonight, I am honored to accept the role as MACo President. 

 

Although, I must confess, for me, it will be a different year that years past, as we 

all raised a glass to our longtime friend Rikki Spector last night –  

When I was first elected to the Baltimore County Council – last century, Rikki told 

me what a wonderful organization MACo can be…. 

… the opportunities for networking, the sharing of ideas, getting to know 

wonderful people all across the state. 

Rikki epitomizes everything that is good about MACo, and really, about us in a 

way.  Hard-working, thoughtful, always ready with a question but also never shy 

about an opinion.  And as she has most recently demonstrated, she is always 

ready to put up a fight when necessary!! 
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I know Rikki will miss MACo, but MACo will miss Rikki.  The tutelage she offered 

me and countless other MACo members will always live on, and it will be our job 

to pass those experiences on to our new members.  

One thing has happened with Rikki’s retirement that kind of shocked me.  I now 

become the longest, continuously serving MACo member.  With 22 years in local 

government as councilman and county executive, I hope to draw on those years 

of experience in my service as President. 

As we all know, this past election season has opened up divisions among a lot of 

people in political life. It has gotten easy to focus on our differences. 

Sure, there are differences. But in this room… in this organization… we obviously 

have a long list of areas where we need one another, and want to work together. 

Whether you’re a rural County Commissioner, or an urban County Council 

Member, whether this is your fourth term or your first week – we are all in this 

together. 

MACo brings all that together. Look at the issues we are talking about at this 

conference – it’s all right there. Infrastructure. Public Health. The Environment. 

Our Workforce. Responsible Budgeting.  

That’s the bread and butter of local government. And very little of that has an R or 

D label on it.  

When we come to Annapolis, we come together to make the case that counties 

are the right place for local decisions to be made… and that we are partners with 

the State, not rivals. MACo’s roots go back to 1939, and since then we are the 

only organization to advocate for county priorities before the General Assembly. 

And while all this is going on in Annapolis – we still have our own challenges and 

priorities back home.  But I hope you see, the same way that I have and so many 

others have, that belonging to this Association is the one opportunity to bring out 

our best.  
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My county is one of the largest ones in the state – but I am always hearing about 

some new idea, or new solution, from a MACo colleague that hits home.  

One thing I look forward to doing this year is visiting with you all back in your 

home counties, and talking with you about our shared interests. I hope to see you 

over the months ahead. 

 

We have a lot of work to do. Across the state and across the aisle. I’m proud to be 

here and to work with you all of you.  I look forward to a year of collaboration. 

Thank you for your trust in me, and for the opportunity to serve you as MACo 

President. 

 

And now… some of my first official duties as President are happy ones. 

First – please check under your bread plate. If you have a ticket there, you are the 

winner of your table’s centerpiece, congratulations! 

And finally… I’m glad to welcome you to a dessert reception right down the hall in 

the Choptank Ballroom. Just turn right as you leave this room – we’ll have a nice 

event for you there, with the generous help of our sponsors, CIGNA, Oak 

Construction, and Verizon. 

I hope to see you there! 

 

 


