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Committee Narrative 
 

Comprehensive Workgroup-led Review of State Land Preservation and Easement Acquisition 

Programs:  The budget committees request an evaluation of State’s land preservation and easement 

acquisition programs and all capital and operating programs funded with the State transfer tax.  This 

evaluation should be conducted by a workgroup comprised of the Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR), the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA), the Maryland Department of Planning 

(MDP), the Department of Budget and Management (DBM), representatives from county parks and 

recreation department, and other interested stakeholders. 

 

The workgroup should provide a report to the budget committees by December 1, 2015, on 

an evaluation of the full suite of land preservation and easement acquisition programs – Maryland 

Agricultural Land Preservation Program, Program Open Space – State and Local, Rural Legacy 

Program, and Maryland Environmental Trust – covering the roles the programs play relative to each 

other and current statute, and the funding each receives through the transfer tax formula.    Topics of 

study should include the pros and cons of combining some or all of the land preservation and 

easement acquisition programs, and the possible expansion of State and local revenue generating 

opportunities from multi-use State working lands.  In addition, specific programs should be evaluated 

as follows: 

 

 Program Open Space – State – the appropriate level of operating and capital funding needed 

for maintaining State forest, park, and wildlife management area land in terms of general 

management, public interpretation, and infrastructure improvements, including the need to 

reduce the $44 million (676 project) backlog in the Critical Maintenance Program, and 

provide the public amenities through the Natural Resources Development Fund; 

 

 Program Open Space – Local – the appropriate percentage of funding to be devoted to 

acquisition of land before development projects may be funded, the trade-offs associated with 

increasing/decreasing this percentage, the current status of county fulfillment of the land 

acquisition requirement, and the status of the requirement to evaluate the Program Open Space 

– Local allocation formula annually by a committee; 

 

 Rural Legacy Program – the status of local transfer of development rights programs in the 

State and the opportunities for leveraging these programs with Rural Legacy Program funding 

as allowed for in statute; 

 

 Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Program – the status of using federal funding, 

the methodology by which county funding allocations are determined relative to available 

funding, and the impacts of reduced funding on the county allocations thus requiring 

combined easement cycles; and 

 

 Maryland Environmental Trust – the effectiveness of easement donations in terms of the 

tax expenditures by the State. 
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Following the workgroup-led review, it is the intent of the budget committees that the land 

preservation and easement acquisition programs be fully funded with the transfer tax at the level 

recommended in the report. 
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