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Background: 

Annually, in addition to the Budget Certification form that is approved by the local government, each local 

school system is required to submit a Certification Statement form that provides the calculations and fiscal data 

related to the county’s required Maintenance of Effort (MOE) level and amount appropriated.  Recent legislative 

changes necessitated changes to this form. 

Historically, the front page of this form includes the per pupil calculation and the certification statement.  The 

back page of the form includes any reconciling items for either of the two years used in the calculation. 

Changes in FY 2013 Form: 

In the 2012 legislative session, the General Assembly passed SB848 (Education – Maintenance of Effort).   

Shortly thereafter, in the first special session of 2012, SB1301, the Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act 

(BRFA), was also passed.  Both of these made significant changes to the MOE calculation. 

To account for these changes, the FY 13 Certification Statement MOE Form was adjusted as follows: 

 Front Page 

o Included a separate line for the additional MOE required under the BRFA, Section 18 

 These amounts were pre-populated on the form since they are found specifically by 

fiscal year and jurisdiction in the BRFA. 

o Included a Total required MOE level  

 The sum of the basic calculation and the additional BRFA Section 18 MOE requirement 

o Included a separate line for the required per pupil appropriation to maintain local effort in FY 12 

(if applicable) – for counties that did not meet FY 12 MOE and were not otherwise excluded. 

 Back Page 

o Included a new line for Debt Service to be deducted from the Appropriation level to the extent it 

is included in that figure. 

The FY 2014 MOE Calculation: 

 The additional MOE amounts under BRFA §18 are discretely indicated for each jurisdiction and match 

the additional local pension requirement for FY 14. 

 Therefore, it is evident that the FY 13 BRFA §18 amounts cannot stay in the appropriation used as 

Highest Local Appropriation when calculating FY 14 (otherwise this would double count the BRFA §18 

requirements). 

 To avoid double counting, the FY 13 BRFA §18 amount cannot flow to the per pupil calculation, 

therefore, for FY 14, on the second page of the form, MSDE will include the FY 13 additional MOE 

amount per BRFA Section 18 in the “Other Reconciling Items” portion of the page. 

 Thus, this amount will be reduced from the overall highest local appropriation before the figure is 

carried to the front of the form for the per pupil calculation. 

 Once the per pupil calculation is complete, the FY 14 BRFA §18 amounts will be added to the figure, 

similar to what was done on the FY 13 form. 

 This process will continue annually until the calculations for FY 17 (when the FY 16 figures will be 

included in highest local appropriation - per BRFA Section 19). 


